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General Tips for Teaching in a Remote Environment 

 
1. Assess your curriculum- Do an inventory of your current curriculum and 

determine which lessons or activities can be repurposed as at-home work or for 
online use. There may be things you have already done that can easily be adapted 
for students to complete at home or online. 

2. Have a plan- Once you’ve figured out what you’re going to teach, be sure to 
explain it to parents and students. Explain where they can find materials, how they 
will submit their work (e.g. when we return to school) and what to do if there’s a 
problem (e.g. internet goes down, they can’t find an assignment). 

3. Create normalcy- Think about your daily routines and procedures. How can you 
translate them into an online environment? This will help students feel there’s 
some familiarity while realizing we’re still a class even though the medium is 
online. This could be students participating in a Mindful Minute or reflection 
activity. 

4. Revisit skills- When possible, try to make independent work a time to practice 
skills that were already previously taught. This may be easier to do when distance 
learning is for a short period of time. 

5. Mix it up- Come up with different ways for students to demonstrate their learning. 
Can they make a slideshow or a video? Can they use video chat services to have 
discussions? Can they create a project or poster to display and share when they 
return to class? This is a great time for them to try new things to gain different 
experiences. 

6. Work together- We have a great support system within our Art community! Share 
resources or ideas, ask questions and encourage one another. Remote or 

https://www.shapeamerica.org/uploads/healthmovesminds/resources/education-materials/k-5/mini-poster/Skill-Mini-Posters_K-5.pdf


distance learning may be easier for some more than others, so let’s uplift and 
support each other during these unprecedented times. 

Adapted from: https://www.shapeamerica.org/covid19-resources.aspx 

 
 

 

 
Video Series by RISD Prof. Claire Lieu: 
 
“5 Tips for Teaching Studio Art Online” 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ncpoiJCf1xo 
 
“5 Mistakes to Avoid When Teaching Art Online: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uSSr1v9-fhI 
 
...and more! 

 
 

Creating Instructional Videos 
 

Best Practices:  
● Time Limit: 3-10 min (recommended 1.5 min per grade level) Chunk content into small 

bits. 
● Engage Viewers: Make it active learning (Stop every 1-2 min: draw, write, reflect, answer a 

question) 

https://www.shapeamerica.org/covid19-resources.aspx
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ncpoiJCf1xo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uSSr1v9-fhI


● Quality: Use headphones with built in Mic or quiet space without a lot of echo. Check 
lighting quality and focus. 

● Posting to Schoology:  You can post a video as a link to a Google Drive file, or embed into 
a quiz or discussion and ask related questions. 

● Sharing elsewhere: Be sure that if you are linking to Google Drive that you have sharing set 
to “anyone with the Link”. 

 
Tools: 

Explain Everything 
 

Whiteboard 
Pres. 
Screencasting 
Creating 
Movement  

 

Whiteboard app on your iPad (in Self Service). You can import images or s
draw on top of them, record your voice and export as a movie. This allows
recreate a short instructional experience for students. Tutorial for embedd
Schoology 

Quicktime  Application on your computer that will record your screen or part of your s
audio.  Can also just create a voice recording. Uses the camera on your co
can record your iPad screen when connected. 

Edpuzzle (free 
version) 

A format for playing instructional video that stops the video to ask format
questions.  Students can get immediate feedback on their understanding 
instruction.  Students under 13 can use the link to the activity without crea
account. See Codex for more information. Click here for directions on how
into schoology 

Interactive Schoology 
Quiz 

Using the Schoology Quiz feature to embed a short video and then ask a s
questions.  Teachers would see the feedback. 

 
Think abouts:  

● How will students know that they have learned the materials?  
● How will you know what students have learned? 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Great Intro to Flipgrid (online tool that allows you to 
create shared space for video uploads): 
https://blog.flipgrid.com/amplify 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nhMinJyc7UNeRGiO7mHMgw3Zpv9jSFOkhMYpzjI7-1Q/edit#
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15rTYdvESCzatwBtEVLf2Zh-1vqy6UbZK/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15rTYdvESCzatwBtEVLf2Zh-1vqy6UbZK/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_o_V36S5UdvlbpF0v_-q-ye5q1bWaifW/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BgpShNU-eZSoAtZ1zVgZ7G1h9xhVtSDd/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BgpShNU-eZSoAtZ1zVgZ7G1h9xhVtSDd/view
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IEJIqYr05O-Wpvzb8y-SdCuJ8vQTIviT2WFdDVczZd0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IEJIqYr05O-Wpvzb8y-SdCuJ8vQTIviT2WFdDVczZd0/edit?usp=sharing
https://youtu.be/KV7VzJbnOe8
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1WwhV6XW-_dbrWxWlaA_NxsG5Y9_nPtSy28-oA27TBMU/edit#slide=id.g1ca5dcf935_0_68
https://codex.svvsd.org/detail.php?programID=294
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1k58fXyMC3gf3eGXGOVQRgepqxOQppe8P/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1k58fXyMC3gf3eGXGOVQRgepqxOQppe8P/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1vguc1GYVI7SA6w0_CeziAmnsXHIOImgp0b0XQ-6dfp8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1vguc1GYVI7SA6w0_CeziAmnsXHIOImgp0b0XQ-6dfp8/edit?usp=sharing
https://blog.flipgrid.com/amplify


 
 
Zoom FAQs developed from Upstate PDRC live training sessions with Rebecca 
Shea 
 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1aDNHJRH9-N2pkbQ2chkYEkdrzmSh8lUWdCN7vv
-nxfw/edit?usp=sharing 

 

 
https://theartofeducation.edu/2020/03/18/ 
what-to-do-when-you-have-to-switch-to-remote-learning/ 
 
To Go boxes, “creativity cache”, exhibition space, brainstorming materials 
with students, and more: what to do when you have to switch to remote 
learning. Example: 
 

Create a Creativity Cache 
Most students have sketchbooks or at least paper and pencil 

available to them. When in doubt, create daily or weekly 

challenges to exercise creative skills. Creating a slide deck of daily 

creativity challenges will continue to push students to develop 

ideas that they can later apply to specific media when back in the 

classroom. 

https://theartofeducation.edu/2020/03/18/what-to-do-when-you-have-to-switch-to-remote-learning/
https://theartofeducation.edu/2020/03/18/what-to-do-when-you-have-to-switch-to-remote-learning/
https://theartofeducation.edu/2020/03/18/what-to-do-when-you-have-to-switch-to-remote-learning/


Consider design thinking challenges, creative constraints, 

exercises to generate ideas or hone a specific inquiry, and maybe 

toss in a few prompts left open for creative interpretation. Provide 

lists of scavenger hunts for students to photograph with their 

phones. Getting students to think outside the box can spark some 

unique and intriguing ideas for when they can come back to class. 

You can also keep these in your pocket for any time you’d like to 

exercise creative thinking. 

 
 

 
 

 

 
K-5 Art Curriculum 
Arts Ed Washington: Art Lessons in the Classroom  
https://artsed-washington.github.io/alic/ 

 
 

 
 
Distance Learning Resources 
https://www.artsednj.org/arts-ed-virtual-teaching-resources/ 

https://artsed-washington.github.io/alic/
https://www.artsednj.org/arts-ed-virtual-teaching-resources/


 
 

 

 
Art Resources for Families Stuck at Home 
https://capechicago.org/blog/arts-resources-for-families-stuck-at-home/ 

 

 
 
Lessons from the Field: Remote Learning Guidance 
(CA Dept. of Education 
 
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/he/hn/appendix2.asp 
 

A clearinghouse for good practices across every discipline. Example: 
 
Flexible pacing 

● Have all work for the week posted by the start of the week and due at the end 
of the week (or even over the weekend). 

● Try working with “windows of time” instead of specific due dates for some 
assignments. 

● Be prepared to differentiate due dates for students who struggle with the rigor 
or style of remote learning. 

 
Create smaller groups 

● Students who are learning virtually still need to make connections with others. 
When teachers create some of their assignments as group work, students are 
able to experience the continuity of their relationships. It can be more 
meaningful to assign students to smaller groups to review and comment upon 
each others’ work. Smaller groups are also more effective at ensuring that all 
students participate equitably. 

 
 

 

https://capechicago.org/blog/arts-resources-for-families-stuck-at-home/
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/he/hn/appendix2.asp


 
The Ultimate Guide to Virtual Museum Resources, E-learning and Online Collections 
https://mcn.edu/a-guide-to-virtual-museum-resources/ 
 
 

 
Met Kids 
https://www.metmuseum.org/art/online-features/metkids/ 
 
 

 
The Getty Museum 
https://www.getty.edu/education/teachers/classroom_resources/ 
 
 

 
https://artsandculture.google.com/ 
 

 
 

https://mcn.edu/a-guide-to-virtual-museum-resources/
https://www.metmuseum.org/art/online-features/metkids/
https://www.getty.edu/education/teachers/classroom_resources/
https://artsandculture.google.com/


 
 

 

Virtual Art Educators 
A community just for you: https://virtual.arteducators.org/ 

 
 

Create a Virtual Museum and Upload Student Work 
Artspace.com 

 
 

https://virtual.arteducators.org/

