
 
 

Resource Hub: Music Education 
 

 

General Tips for Teaching in a Remote Environment 

 
1. Assess your curriculum- Do an inventory of your current curriculum and 

determine which lessons or activities can be repurposed as at-home work or for 
online use. There may be things you have already done that can easily be adapted 
for students to complete at home or online. 

2. Have a plan- Once you’ve figured out what you’re going to teach, be sure to 
explain it to parents and students. Explain where they can find materials, how they 
will submit their work (e.g. when we return to school) and what to do if there’s a 
problem (e.g. internet goes down, they can’t find an assignment). 

3. Create normalcy- Think about your daily routines and procedures. How can you 
translate them into an online environment? This will help students feel there’s 
some familiarity while realizing we’re still a class even though the medium is 
online. This could be students participating in a Mindful Minute or reflection 
activity. 

4. Revisit skills- When possible, try to make independent work a time to practice 
skills that were already previously taught. This may be easier to do when distance 
learning is for a short period of time. 

5. Mix it up- Come up with different ways for students to demonstrate their learning. 
Can they make a slideshow or a video? Can they use video chat services to have 
discussions? Can they create a project or poster to display and share when they 
return to class? This is a great time for them to try new things to gain different 
experiences. 

6. Work together- We have a great support system within our Music community! 
Share resources or ideas, ask questions and encourage one another. Remote or 

https://www.shapeamerica.org/uploads/healthmovesminds/resources/education-materials/k-5/mini-poster/Skill-Mini-Posters_K-5.pdf


distance learning may be easier for some more than others, so let’s uplift and 
support each other during these unprecedented times. 

Adapted from: https://www.shapeamerica.org/covid19-resources.aspx 

 
 

Creating Instructional Videos 
 

Best Practices:  
● Time Limit: 3-10 min (recommended 1.5 min per grade level) Chunk content into small 

bits. 
● Engage Viewers: Make it active learning (Stop every 1-2 min: draw, write, reflect, answer a 

question) 
● Quality: Use headphones with built in Mic or quiet space without a lot of echo. Check 

lighting quality and focus. 
● Posting to Schoology:  You can post a video as a link to a Google Drive file, or embed into 

a quiz or discussion and ask related questions. 
● Sharing elsewhere: Be sure that if you are linking to Google Drive that you have sharing set 

to “anyone with the Link”. 
 
Tools: 

Explain Everything 
 

Whiteboard 
Pres. 
Screencasting 
Creating 
Movement  

 

Whiteboard app on your iPad (in Self Service). You can import images or s
draw on top of them, record your voice and export as a movie. This allows
recreate a short instructional experience for students. Tutorial for embedd
Schoology 

Quicktime  Application on your computer that will record your screen or part of your s
audio.  Can also just create a voice recording. Uses the camera on your co
can record your iPad screen when connected. 

https://www.shapeamerica.org/covid19-resources.aspx
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nhMinJyc7UNeRGiO7mHMgw3Zpv9jSFOkhMYpzjI7-1Q/edit#
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15rTYdvESCzatwBtEVLf2Zh-1vqy6UbZK/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15rTYdvESCzatwBtEVLf2Zh-1vqy6UbZK/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_o_V36S5UdvlbpF0v_-q-ye5q1bWaifW/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BgpShNU-eZSoAtZ1zVgZ7G1h9xhVtSDd/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BgpShNU-eZSoAtZ1zVgZ7G1h9xhVtSDd/view
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IEJIqYr05O-Wpvzb8y-SdCuJ8vQTIviT2WFdDVczZd0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IEJIqYr05O-Wpvzb8y-SdCuJ8vQTIviT2WFdDVczZd0/edit?usp=sharing
https://youtu.be/KV7VzJbnOe8


Edpuzzle (free 
version) 

A format for playing instructional video that stops the video to ask format
questions.  Students can get immediate feedback on their understanding 
instruction.  Students under 13 can use the link to the activity without crea
account. See Codex for more information. Click here for directions on how
into schoology 

Interactive Schoology 
Quiz 

Using the Schoology Quiz feature to embed a short video and then ask a s
questions.  Teachers would see the feedback. 

 
Think abouts:  

● How will students know that they have learned the materials?  
● How will you know what students have learned? 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Zoom FAQs developed from Upstate PDRC live training sessions with Rebecca 
Shea 
 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1aDNHJRH9-N2pkbQ2chkYEkdrzmSh8lUWdCN7vv
-nxfw/edit?usp=sharing 

 
 

 
Remote Music Education: How It's Done|Tech & Learning 

Reviews of digital music sites from a teacher’s perspective: Noteflight (notation 
program); Audacity (free open-source recording platform); Sight-Reading Factory, etc. 
-- focus on no/low cost. 

 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1WwhV6XW-_dbrWxWlaA_NxsG5Y9_nPtSy28-oA27TBMU/edit#slide=id.g1ca5dcf935_0_68
https://codex.svvsd.org/detail.php?programID=294
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1k58fXyMC3gf3eGXGOVQRgepqxOQppe8P/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1k58fXyMC3gf3eGXGOVQRgepqxOQppe8P/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1vguc1GYVI7SA6w0_CeziAmnsXHIOImgp0b0XQ-6dfp8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1vguc1GYVI7SA6w0_CeziAmnsXHIOImgp0b0XQ-6dfp8/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.techlearning.com/how-to/how-its-done-remote-music-education


Pro Tips for Elementary Music Educators 
The Domestic Musician 
https://www.thedomesticmusician.com/how-to-teach-elementary-music-remotely-ultim
ate-resource-round-up/ 

Here are a few of my suggestions: 
1. Look through any composer coloring books, instruments of the orchestra 

activity books, or other easy to copy or send home activity sheets.  Sometimes 
these older books you have lying around will now be your greatest asset. 

2. Send home creative writing or drawing assignments that students can just 
simply do with notebook paper and pencils. 

3. Chrome music lab is a great free online composing and creativity site, My 
Singing Monsters has a free app, look at any of the Philharmonic and orchestra 
websites, and Noteflight has free composing tool (if your students have online 
capabilities). 

4. Classics for Kids is another great site your students will love. 
5. Send home the student recorders and have them practice, the little kiddos can 

sing nursery rhymes or songs they’ve already learned and remind them to pat 
the beat or feel the rhythm. 

6. I know it depends heavily on what your principal is asking you to do, but of 
course send home writing assignments, but also don’t forget to encourage your 
students to continue doing active music making. They can record themselves 
(if they can), or even document that they’re singing, dancing, listening to, or 
even just enjoying music in some way. 

7. If your students are missing their program and if you haven’t left school yet, 
record the students performance and share it with parents. 

8. Above all else, please remember just to encourage your students to actively 
make music at home.  Parents will be overwhelmed trying to work from home, 
still parenting younger kids who can’t go to daycare anymore, as well as 
homeschooling all at the same time.  They’re going to do what they can, so 
leaving it simple is best! 

 

 

One-on-one lessons: Guide to Remote Music Education 

https://www.thedomesticmusician.com/how-to-teach-elementary-music-remotely-ultimate-resource-round-up/
https://www.thedomesticmusician.com/how-to-teach-elementary-music-remotely-ultimate-resource-round-up/
https://musiclab.chromeexperiments.com/
https://www.thedomesticmusician.com/elementary-music-education-apps/
https://www.thedomesticmusician.com/elementary-music-education-apps/
http://www.sfskids.org/
http://www.sfskids.org/
https://www.noteflight.com/home
https://www.classicsforkids.com/
https://blog.sheetmusicplus.com/2020/03/19/guide-to-remote-music-education/


 
 

● How will your setup look on camera? 

Make sure you have enough space and lighting, and make sure that the             

elements that students need to see are easily visible on screen. Do a             

practice run with a fellow music teacher to check. 

● What tools do students have, and what will they need? 

If students need to install software or access equipment like music stands            

and metronomes, let them know how and where they can get these in             

advance of their lessons or rehearsals. 

● What should the student be paying attention to during the 

lesson? 

Some teachers, for instance, advise students to watch the stream of           

themselves during a one-on-one lesson. The streams acts like a mirror,           

letting the student see their body alignment and make automatic          

adjustments. 

Expect a couple kinks when you’re getting started, but you’ll be able to             

iron these out pretty quickly and easily. 

 

 

 
 

Practice: Guide to Remote Music Education 
When helping students develop a practice plan, consider these ideas: 

● Set a specific time and day for practice 

● Set specific goals: For instance, play a difficult passage correctly 5 

times, rather than playing it correctly only once and moving on, to 

reinforce getting it right. 

https://blog.sheetmusicplus.com/2020/03/19/guide-to-remote-music-education/


● Break down the practice session into timed segments between 

warm-up, literature/technique study and performance. 

Bookending a practice session with comfortable, familiar playing helps         

students feel good about playing and balance challenges with success. 

 
 

 

 

Live-streamed Concerts 
 

 
Where To Stream Live Concerts During Coronavirus 
 

 
Coronavirus quarantine: the best live-streamed classical music concerts 
available… 
 
BBC Music Magazine 
How to watch concerts from home: the concerts and operas available 
to stream online during the coronavirus pandemic 

 
 

https://www.npr.org/2020/03/17/816504058/a-list-of-live-virtual-concerts-to-watch-during-the-coronavirus-shutdown
https://www.classicfm.com/music-news/live-streamed-classical-music-concerts-coronavirus/
https://www.classicfm.com/music-news/live-streamed-classical-music-concerts-coronavirus/
http://www.classical-music.com/concertlivestreams
http://www.classical-music.com/concertlivestreams


 

Free Resources at Teachers Pay Teachers: Teaching 
Music Remotely 

 

https://singtokids.com/teaching-music-remotely/
https://singtokids.com/teaching-music-remotely/


 
 

 
 

Elizabeth Caldwell’s blog – Organized Chaos 
 

 

 
 

Elizabeth Caldwell’s blog – Organized Chaos 

https://caldwellorganizedchaos.blogspot.com/2020/03/music-teacher-resources-for-school.html?fbclid=IwAR0XQCtuIF4G0Cjy8WTDR1BE1F4O795gJ6abG4pgXl8QNWBmbM8PXcFSc4M
https://caldwellorganizedchaos.blogspot.com/2020/03/music-teacher-resources-for-school.html?fbclid=IwAR0XQCtuIF4G0Cjy8WTDR1BE1F4O795gJ6abG4pgXl8QNWBmbM8PXcFSc4M


Music Teacher Resources 
 

 

 
 

Melissa Stouffer’s blog – Mrs. Stouffer’s Music Room 

 
 

Distance Learning 

https://mrsstouffersmusicroom.com/distancelearning/?fbclid=IwAR21RC_8ZIQqdeiS0ud1738jf_vguNBqT56UB9g4JyOmTrT0D7llkTFa87Q


 
 
 
 
 
 


